A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
form of successful aristocratic opposition to the decaying kingly
power was the war waged by Parliament against religious tolera-
tion. Parliament was helped by the hatred felt, especially in
London, for the Catholic minority, dwindled by 1660 to perhaps
less than a fifth of the nation, even if we include those of no more
than a family tradition of Catholicism, hardly a seventh if we
count only those who were more or less openly attached to
the old national religion. It was also helped by the reaction in
favour of the Established Episcopalian Church aKnong the landed
classes. The independent Protestant sects and t he Presbyterians
had both tyrannized over the Church during and after the Civil
Wars, and the desire for revenge was strong.
When Charles was restored to a badly shae e I weakened
throne the advantage of toleration all rounee	obvious.
Difference of organization among the Prote&e	*taken firm
root, and the only chance of peace and amii eared to be an
acceptance of that fact. As for the Catholics hundred years of
economic ruin and violent persecution had reduced them to what
they were; but the fall in their numbens had slackened, many
of the social leaders had become indifferent, and some were
inclining to return to the ancestral religion. The character of
Charles himself inclined him to toleration. He was sceptical,
he had strong personal and family ties with Catholics—notably
his mother and his beloved sister, who H&d married Louis XIV's
brother. And, as for the Dissenters, thcmgh he ridiculed their
enthusiasm, he respected their courage, particularly that of the
Society of Friends, called Quakers.
But the Parliament of squires, which was not dissolved for
over eighteen years, were violently opposed to toleration—mainly
to show their power against the Crown, partly from the bitter
memories of oppression by Nonconformists during the Great
Rebellion (which, in its earlier stages, had confiscated right and
left, destroyed Church endowments, and ousted their clergymen),
largely from a sound instinct that Catholicism was in spirfe
favourable to the monarchy and opposed to rule by the wealthy;
and that toleration, if it were accepted as a general policy, would
have to abandon the crushing out of Catholicism, on which
policy the chief landed interests since the Reformation had been
founded.
Charles had promised at Breda, in Holland, before his restora-
tion to make "Indulgence for tender consciences/* His first

